Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/20 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000605460002-0 STAT

FT. LAUDERDALE NEWS (FL)
5 March 1982 -

Student
: ‘s}wziz,s |

arresied

k}- Lo

"By Martha Branmga.nu”‘ T
Stafl‘ Writer } N i '5 T
~ Two college” students posed. as
;CIA agents ,unpersonatmg *Arab
[ shetks. to win’ millions in . credit
-from the Pan American Bank, fed-

weral officials said.: "V en
- But the scam ended- Thursday
when FBI agents arrested the 19-
‘year-old Broward men and charged
~them - with _bank" fraud and im-

personahon S

Alexander Louis Medma of 1142
‘N. Federal Highway, Dania,. and
James J. Remite of Hillsboro Beach
were expected to go before a US.
,magistrate- in Miami today for.an
.initial . hearing on the charges. 'If
; convicted, the University of Florida
students could face Jaxl for 13
years. -7 e oL f“"?

i

‘tional bank officers in- Miami last
.week, saying they needed $200 'mil-
.lion in credit for an operation’ they
swere carrying out for the CIA sxrm;

ot The FBI contacted the CIA and

"spokesman Welton Merry.:

'along. with the pair and posed as
.»bankers ‘to find out the “students’
“plans; Merry said.

’Thursday. the students, cladin busi-~
-ness suits,, told the- “bankers” de-

ltook them to the Dade County Jail.

QArab sheiks willirig to pay: for fa-

: )
: The: teens contacted mtema-

Iar to Abscam. the FBI sald. S S

But bankers were stspicious of
the deal:and checked it out im-
medxately with the FBIL. : ’

found - out no such operation was
under- ‘'way, according to FBI

. FBI ‘agents -then 'decxded to go

- At-a-meeting at a Mlaml hotel

tails' of their undercover operation
and ﬂashed identification of them-
selves as sheiks clad in Arabia- at-
tire and headress, Merry said. -7

- After- the students made clear
thexr intentions, the FBI pulled the
cover off the ‘students’ scam-and

In Abscam, FBI agents posed as

vors from congressman.

The students, in addition:to pos-
sible prison terms, could face fines
totaling $11,000 for theu' attempted
operatlon \Ierry saxd i T
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